MARLBOROUGH
group to which he naturally inclined. They saw that the
sovereign who had invited them to serve him secured himself
against his new subjects by foreign troops and foreign com-
manders of English troops. They saw themselves threatened
in their own position. Both Houses of Parliament, the rank
and fashion of London, the officers and the troops them-
selves, all felt that their country was not being treated fairly
or honourably by the Dutch Prince whose aid they had
invoked. As long as the Irish war continued, or whenever
a French invasion threatened, these natural sentiments
were perforce repressed; but at all other times they broke
forth with pent-up anger. Although Parliament steadily
voted heavy supplies for war against France by sea and land,
the use of British troops on the Continent became unpopular;
and the pressure upon the King to dismiss his Dutch guards
and Dutch favourites was unceasing. Indeed, at the end of
1691 the position of William and his Dutch clique seemed
superficially as precarious as had been that of James and his
Catholic camarilla three years before.
Marlborough, already offended by what he regarded as ill-
usage, convinced that it was William's policy to keep him in
the shade, and more excusably vexed by the futile conduct of
the campaign in Flanders, did not hesitate to show his hos-
tility. To all this movement which flared up in Parliament
and the higher circles of London that winter he lent an
influence which was soon found to be potent. He criticized
the King openly. He welcomed the tale-bearing which carried
his caustic comments to the royal ear. He said at Lord
Wharton's before a company that in the previous reign James
had been so eager to fill the army with Irishmen that the only
question asked was, " Do you speak English ? " Now all that
had happened was that the word " Dutchman " was changed
for " Irishman." He spoke of Bentinck as " a wooden fellow,"
He remonstrated with William to his face upon his gifts of
Crown property to Bentinck and Zulestein. " With great
grief of heart many of his faithful servants," he said,
among whom lie requested the honour to be included, saw the
royal   munificence  confined  to  one or two lords and these
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